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Trump says Putin has ‘gone crazy’
after Russia drones attack on UKraine

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Kyiv

ussia overnight launched the biggest
Rdmnc attack on Ukraine in the more

than three-year war, a Ukrainian
official said Monday.

US President Donald Trump said
Russian leader Vladimir Putin has gone
“crazy” by stepping up the bombing of
Ukraine while the US tries to broker peace.

The Russian bombardment on Sunday
night included 355 drones, Yuriy Thnat,
head of the Ukrainian air force’s commu-
nications department, told medi

Russia also fired nine cruise mmmlm
during the attack, Ukrainian authorities
said. Officials reported some civilians were

injured. No deaths were immediately
reported.

On Saturday night, the Ukrainian cap-
ital Kyiv and other regions came under a
massive Russian combined drone-and-
missile attack that killed at least 12 peo-
ple and injured dozens. Ukrainian officials
described that bombardment as Russia’s
largest aerial assault during the conflict,
using 69 missiles of various types and 298
drones. The numbers could not be inde-
pendently verified, and there was no
immediate comment from Russian author-
ities. The US, backed by European lead-
ers, has pushed to stop the fighting, but
without making a breakthrough. Efforts to
broker a ceasefire and engage both sides

in efforts to reach a peaceful settlement
have shown few results. Trump made it
clear he is losing patience with Putin. “T've
always had a very good relationship with
Vladimir Putin of Russia, but something
has happened to him. He has gone
absolutely CRAZY!” Trump wrote in a
social media post on Sunday night.

Trump said Putin is “needlessly killing
alot of people;” pointing out that “missiles
and drones are being shot into Cities in
Ukraine, for no reason whatsoever”

The US President warned that if Putin
wants to conquer all of Ukraine, it will
“lead to the downfall of Russial” But
Trump expressed frustration with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy

as well, saying that he is “doing his
Coumry no favours by talking the way he

“Russia and Ukraine swapped hundreds
more prisoners Sunday in the third and last
part of a major exchange that was a rare
moment of cooperation

Russia’s Defence Ministry said each side
exchanged 303 soldiers, following the
release of 307 combatants and civilians
each on Saturday, and 390 on Friday - the
biggest total swap of the war.

In talks held in Istanbul earlier this
month — the first time the two sides met
face to face for peace talks — Kyiv and
Moscow agreed to swap 1,000 prisoners of
war and civilian detainees each.

Romania’s

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Bucharest

omanias newly elected president

R{I:Iicusor Dan was officially sworn in

n Monday, ushering in a tentative

close to the worst political crisis to grip the

European Union country in decades after

the annulment of the previous election. But
‘multiple challenges lie ahead.

Dan, a 55-year-old mathematician and
former mayor of the capital, Bucharest, deci-
sively won the tense rerun in a runoff on
May 18, beating his hard-right opponent

George Simion, who later challenged the
results at a top court, but was rejected last
week. At the inauguration ceremony in a
joint session of Parliament, Dan signed the
constitutional oath. In a speech afterward,
he promised to tackle Romanias econom-
ic woes and to be a president “open to the
voice of socicty”

“The Romanian state needs a fundamen-
tal change ... And T invite you to continue
to be involved with all the social force you
have proven, to put positive pressure on the
institutions of the Romanian state so that

they can reform,” he said. “Tassure you that
Twill bea president who listens to the voice
of society and who is a partner to that soci-
ety” The May election redo was held
months after the Constitutional Court
voided the previous election in which the
far-right outsider Calin Georgescu led the
first round, following allegations of clectoral
violations and Russian interference, which
Moscow has denied.

The courf’s unprecedented decision last
year plunged Romania, which is a member
of NATO as well as the EU, into a period of
unprecedented political tur-
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cial markets,” he said. “It is in
the national interest to send a
signal of openness and pre-
dictability to the investment
environment” Many observers
viewed the election outcome as
crucial to maintaining
Romania’s place within
Western alliances, especial
the war continues in neigh-
bouring Ukraine.

At the same time, the con-
tinent scrambles to arm itself

Distric
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newly elected president sworn in

as the US’ commitment to European part-
ners has waned under US President Donald
Trump. As Dan begins his mandate, he faces
the immediate challenge of nominating a
prime minister who can garner the support
necessary to form a government, a tall order
in a country where a rejection of the polit-
ical class led to the emergence of figures like
Georgescu and Simion.

Dan will also have to contend with a string.
of other erises, such asa large budget deficit,
deep societal divisions exposed by the
chaotic election cycle, and the war that drags
on next door.

Cristian Andrei, a Bucharest-based polit-
ical consultant, says that forming a new cab-
inet will be “a major test” that will indicate
whether Dan is capable of mediating
between the fragmented political parties.
“Dan will face fierce resistance from the state
apparatus and old politicians in his pursuit
to start reforms,” he told The Associated
Press. “Although the economic crisis is
urgent, the political and societal divisions
are those that the new president has to
address in the longer term?”

Headded that, with populmm growing in
popularity, a deeper politi
on hold and a new one
ing” ahead of future elections. “The success
of his presidency will decide if we can avert
such a crisis or not;” he said.

A day after he won the presidency, Dan
had a call with NATO Secretary-General
Mark Rutte, in which he conveyed to Rutte
that Romania “will remain a steadfast ally”
within the alliance.

Dan first rose to public prominence as a
civil activist with his Save Bucharest
Association, tasked with saving built heritage
and fighting against illegal real estate pro-
jects in a system he described as a “real estate
mafia” He won hundreds of lawsuits.

He also joined a wave of anti-corruption
protests that gripped Romania through the
mid-2010s.

Venezuelan voters skip
election for lawmakers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Caracas

enezuelans still reeling from the
outcome of last year’s presidential

V election did nof respond Sunday
to government calls to get out and vote
for lawmakers, governors and other
officials. That left voting centres practi-
cally empty at times and put officials on
the defensive. The election, which the
political opposition urged people to
boycott, was the first to allow broad voter
participation since the presidential con-
test that President Nicolas Maduro
claimed to have won last year despite
credible evidence to the contrary. It took
place two days after the government
detained dozens of people, including a
prominent opposition leader, and linked
them to an alleged plot to hinder the vote.

Members of the military throughout
the day outnumbered voters at many
polling centres in the capital, Caracas,
where no lines formed outside in stark
contrast with the enthusiasm of the July
presidential election, when some people
lined up for hours. But senior govern-
ment officials insisted polling centres saw
such overwhelming  participation on
Sunday that they had to remain open past
the scheduled 12 hours of operation.

Electoral authorities said 42.66 per cent
of registered voters cast ballots across the
country. Some 21.4 million people were
registered, meaning the National
Electoral Council claimed that about 9.12
million voters participated.

Voter participation, in the eyes of the
opposition, legitimises Maduro's claim to
power and his government’s repressive
apparatus, which after the July presiden-
tial election detained more than 2,000
peaple including protesters, poll work-
ers, political activists and minors, to
quash dissent.

“I'm not going to vote; truck driver
Carlos Leon, 41, said standing near a des-
olate polling station in downtown
Caracas. “T don’t believe in the {electoral
authority). Tdon't think they'll respect the
vote. Nobody forgets what happened in
the presidential elections. If’s sad, but it’s
true”A nationwide poll conducted
between April 29 and May 4 by the
Venezuela-based research firm Delphos
showed that only 15.9 per cent of voters
expressed a high probability of voting
Sunday. Of those, 74.2 per cent said they
would vote for the candidates of the rul-
ing United Socialist Party of Venezuela
and its allies, while 13. 8 pe| cent md they
would vote for ¢ ciated with

ALL-CONTROLLING
RULING PARTY

‘The ruling party-loyal National Electoral
Council oversaw Sunday’s election for state
legislators, 285 members of the unicameral
National Assembly and all 24 govemors,
including the newly created governorship
purportedly established to administer
Essequibo, a reglon long under dispute.
between Venezuela and neighbouring Guyana.
Among the members of the opposition who
‘were on Sunday’s ballotwere twice-failed
presidential candidate Henrique Capriles, who
won a seat In the National Assembly, and
former lawmaker Juan Requesens, who lost
his bid for governor. Requesens spent years in
prison after authorities accused him of
participating in a failed drone attack against
Maduro. The electoral body reported that the
ruling party won 23 of the 24 gubernatorial
races. Maduro's party also kept control of the
National Assembly. Maduro aftervoting said
the electronic polling process is “very fast and
very easy,” seemingly justifying the lack of
lines at polling centres. His ruling-party ally,
Gov. Freddy Bemal, explained the apparent
low tumout similarly.

“We won't see long lines because the
process is very fast,” Bemal, who was
reelected govemor of the state of Tachira, told
state television. Maduro also criticised
opposition factions who asked people not to
vote. “What did they win? They lost
everything,” Maduro sald three times
regarding previous opposition boycotts. “They
-- the ones running that campalgn -- are
nothing, and Venezuela continues Its course.”

of civic courage. A silent but powerful
declaration that the desire for change,
dignity, and a future remains intact.” he
added. Opposition leaders chose
Gonzalez, a retired diplomat, as the fac-
tion’s presidential candidate because the
government banned primary winner
Maria Corina Machado from running
for office. Gonzalez has been in exile
since September to avoid arrest and, for
the same reason, Machado has not been
seen in public since January.

Machado’s close ally, Juan Pablo
Guanipa, was among 70 people detained
Friday for alleged anti-government
activities. Interior Minister Diosdado
Cabello linked Guanipa to an alleged
“terrorist group” plotting to disturb
Sunday’s vote.

Guanipa’s brother, Tomas, rejected the
accusation and said the arrest was pun-
ishment for “thinking differently” from
the government.

two opposition leaders who are not boy-
cotting the elections.

“Today, we witnessed an event that
attempted to disguise itself as an election,
but failed to deceive the country or the
world, Edmundo Gonzalez, who is
recognised by the US and several other
countries as the winner of the July pres-
idential election, posted on X.

“What the world saw today was an act

Centraliced +
5

The ruling party controls 19 governor-
ships and more than 90 per cent of the
National Assembly seats. But in
Maduro’s Venczuela, regional clected
officials, regardless of party affiliation,
have limited impact on peoples lives
because his highly centralised govern-
ment controls practically everything
from Caracas.

King Charles Il
visit to Canada

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M
Ottawa

ing Charles 111 arrives
B in Ottawa this week to
underscore Canada’s
sovereignty to US President
Donald Trump.
Trumps repeated sugges-
tion that the US annex its
northern neighbour prompt-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA W Rome

Roman on Sunday as he complet-

ed the final ceremonial steps
cementing his role as the bishop of
Rome.

The first American pope formally
took possession of the St. John Lateran
Basilica, which is Rome’s cathedral and
seat of the diocese, with an evening Mass

Pope Leo XIV declared himself a

One of the many titles that Leo
assumed when he was elected May 8 was
bishop of Rome. Given his responsibili-
ties running the 1.4-billion strong univer-
sal Catholic Church, popes delegate the
day-to-day governance of running of the
diocese of Roman to a vicar. Sunday’s cer-
emonies at the St. John Lateran and a stop
at St Mary Major basilicas follow Leo's
visit last week to the St Paul Outside the
Walls basilica. Together with St Peter’s
Basilica in the Vatican, the four papal
basilicas are the most important basilicas
in the West.

Rome’s Mayor Roberto Gualtieri wel-
comed Leo first at the steps to City Hall,
noting that his May 8 election fell during
a Holy Year, an event occurring every 25
years to invite pilgrims to Rome. The city

Pope Leo XIV declares, ‘1 am Roman!’

underwent two years of traffic-clogging
public works projects to prepare and
expects to welcome upward of 30 million
people in 2025.

Leo said he felt the “serious but passion-
ate responsibility” to serve all Romans
during the Holy Year and beyond.

Wearing his formal red papal cape and
brocaded stole, Leo recalled the words he
had uttered from the loggia of St. Peter’s
Basilica on the night of his election. The
Augustinian pope quoted St. Augustine
in saying: “With you Tam Christian, and
for you, bishop? "By special title, today 1
can say that for you and with you | am
Roman!” Leo said. The former Robert
Prevost succeeded Pope Francis, the first
Latin American pope. Francis died April
21 and is buried at St.
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George Floyd bquarc, the intersection
where pohce Officer Derek Chauvin
used his knee to pin Floyd’s neck to the
pavement for 9 1/2 minutes, even as Floyd
cried “I can't breathe.”
By midday Sunday, a steady stream of
people were paying their respects at a
/memorial in front of Cup Foods, where
he was killed. Across the street, activists

had set up a feeding area at an old gas sta-
tion that has often served as a staging area
since Floyd’s death. Tn the middle of the
street, a fake pig’s head was mounted on
astick. The head wore a police cap.
FEvents started Friday with concerts, a
street festival and a “Self-care fair? and
were culminating with a worship service,
gospel concert and a candlelit vigil on
Sunday. Even with Minneapolis officials’
promises to remake the palice depart-
ment, some activists conrcnd the progress
has come at a gl:
“We understand that change takes
time” Michelle Gross, president of
Communities United Against Police
Brutality, said in a statement last week.
“However, the progress being claimed by
the city is not being felt in the streets.”

Slow pace of change

Activists had hoped that the worldwide
protests that followed Floyd’s murder on
May 25, 2020, would lead to national
police reform and focus on racial justice.

Under President Joe Biden, the US
Justice Department had aggressively
pushed for oversight of local police it had
accused of widespread abu:

But the Trump administration moved
‘Wednesday to cancel settlements with
Minneapolis and Louisville that called for
an overhaul of their police departments
following Floyd’s murder and the killing

Thousands mark 5th anniversary
of George Floyd's murder

of Breonna Taylor.

‘Trump also has declared an end to
diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives
within the federal government, and his
administration is using federal funds as
leverage to force local governments, uni-
versities and public school districts to do
the same. And Republican-led states
have accelerated their efforts to stamp out
DEl initiatives. In Houston, Sharpton cas-
tigated the administration’s settlement
cancellations, saying they were “tanta-
mount to the Department of Justice and
the president spitting on the grave of
George Floyd”

“To wait to the anniversary and
announce this, knowing this family was
going to be brought back to the broken-
heartedness of what happened shows the
disregard and insensitivity of this admin-
istration,” he said. “But the reason that we
will not be deterred is that Trump was
president when George Floyd happened
and he didn't do anything then. We made
things happen. And we're going to make
them happen again.”

The future?

Detrius Smith of Dallas, who was visit-
ing the Floyd memorial site with her three
daughters and five grandchildren, told
one granddaughter about how people
globally united to decry racial injustice
after Floyd’s murder.
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